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Title: Refection on Guilt: The Great Controversy in Early Postwar German Literature

ABSTRACT: This article reviews the so-called Great Controversy spawned by
literary correspondences between writers who stayed in Germany after World War Il and
Thomas Mann, who lived afar in the U.S. in exile. While most of the German writers
equivocated about the cause of Nazism, Mann made a long-term, in-depth investigation of
the emergence of Nazism, arguing that all Germans should be held accountable for Nazi
Germany’s crime. Mann’s efforts have enabled his fellow Germans to see that @ moral
collective guiltNcan serve as a reminder of individual social responsibility. His argument
has exerted a longstanding impact in German society and has initiated the enduring cause
of probing into the roots of Nazism.
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